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Sources and Methods

• The Library Association Record 1899 –

2002

• Contemporary library and architectural 

press 

• Local Studies collections: library records 

and photographs 

• Visits to children‟s libraries

• Websites illustrating children‟s libraries



Periods and Themes

• Before 1914: 

School and Shelter

• The 1920s and 1930s: 

Home and Constructive Play

• 1945-1980:

Open Plan and Modern Office

• After 1980: 

Domestic „Comfort Zone‟ and Pop  

Culture Playground



Before 1914:

School and Shelter









Plan of the ideal children‟s library, 1913



The 1920s and 1930s: 

Home and Constructive Play

















1945-1980:

Open Plan and Modern Office



“…the community is rough and tough” but children read 

poetry at Kirkby





Children‟s Library, Lauritsala Library, Sweden 1957



Children‟s wing, Winnetka Library, Illinois



• Pdf files to be converted
Brentford Library

before….

… and after







Hornsey: New Central Library, 1965



Mount Sorrel





• Convert from pdf
Selsey Public Library



Bromley Children‟s Library, 1977



After 1980: 

Domestic ‘Comfort Zone’ and 

Pop Culture Playground



Güterslow Public Library, Germany, 1989





Waterthorpe Public Library, Sheffield  

1989



Waterthorpe 

Public Library, 

Sheffield, 1989















The Book Jungle, Sutton Children‟s Library

(Source: Designing Libraries website)



Courtesy of Opening the Book



Courtesy of Opening the Book



Courtesy of Opening the Book









Mowbray Gardens, Rotherham
Courtesy Opening the Book



Children's library in the Idea Store, Whitechapel 

(Source  Designing Libraries website)



Starry sky at Folkstone's Childrens Library 
(Source: Designing Libraries Website)





Continuities and Discontinuities



Thank you for listening
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