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How to join the Section 

If you are already an IFLA member, but not a Section member, please go to http://archive.ifla.org/III/

members/form2a.htm to register as a member of the Section on Library and Research Services for 

Parliaments. 
 

If you are NOT an IFLA member you have to become an IFLA member before joining any Section,  

Share and connect 

¶ Check out the Sectionõs website: http://www.ifla.org/services-for-parliaments  

¶ Sign up for the IFLAPARL discussion list, which is open to all members as well as others interested 

in the Section;  http: //www.ifla.org/services-for-parliaments 

¶ Contribute news about your library and/or research service: email Steve Wise, Chair, 

iflaparl.chair@gmail.com or Karin Finer, Secretary, karin.finer@europarl.europa.eu 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Warm greetings to you all at the start of another year. I have no doubt that 2018 will be 

just as busy and eventful as 2017 but I hope it will also be equally rewarding for us all 

and as a Section. 

 

Thinking back to last year, I would like to thank our colleagues in the Parliament of the 

Republic of Poland for all their work in hosting such a successful pre-conference for us 

in Warsaw.  For those of you who were unable to attend or who would like to review 

some of the excellent presentations, these can all be found on the Sectionõs web pages, 

as can the report on our sessions at the WLIC.  And just to wrap up our look back at the 

past year, please take time to read our Annual Report for 2016/17, compiled by Lillian. 

Itõs good to remind ourselves of what was achieved by everyone ð it sets the bar high for 

us this year! And this is also a good opportunity to thank Lillian for all her work as Chair 

of the Section for the last two years as well as organizing our wonderful pre-conference 

in Washington in 2016. 

I hope you enjoy hearing the latest news from the Section and from colleagues in this 

newsletter. Please remember, if there is something interesting you think others would 

like to hear about please let Karin or I know so that we can include it in the next news-

letters. 

 

Very best wishes for 2018 and may you all have a successful year! 

 

Steve Wise 

Chair, IFLA Section on Library and Research Services for Parliaments 

http://archive.ifla.org/III/members/form2a.htm
http://archive.ifla.org/III/members/form2a.htm
http://www.ifla.org/services-for-parliaments
http://www.ifla.org/services-for-parliaments
https://www.ifla.org/node/11217
https://www.ifla.org/node/12675?og=44
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/12677?og=44
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The 2018 WLIC will be held in Kuala Lumpur between the 24th and 30th of August. The 

IFLAPARL Section will as usual hold its own open session, this year entitled Transforming 

Library & Research Services for Parliamentary Impact. It will be a knowledge sharing 

session, with a mixture of short presentations and group discussions, with the emphasis 

on transformation of services to adapt to changing customer expectations, innovation to 

find new and more efficient ways of meeting customer needs and ways to measure im-

pact and evaluate the success of services. If you would like to make a presentation, the 

deadline for submitting a proposal is 16th March.   

 

We are also planning for the following joint sessions: 

¶ with Government Libraries: UN Sustainable Development Goals: Transforming Socie-

ties Through Informed Policy 

¶ with Knowledge Management and Continuing Professional Development and Work-

place Learning, a Knowledge Caf® on ôThe Knowledge Economy: How continuous 

learning can prepare information professionals for the futureõ. 

 

In addition this year: 

¶ the Committee of Standards issued a Call for papers mentioning, as potential topic, òcase studies on the implementation 

or revision of services based on IFLA guidelines, such as ... Guidelines for Parliamentary Researchó. Lillian Gassie con-

ducted a survey amongst IFLAPARL members on the use of the guidelines, and plans to submit a paper to the session 

based on its result. It is not too late to participate ñ if you have not responded to the survey, go to https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Z6NTNH.  

¶ there will be a special session bringing together all the Sections in Division 1 ð the subject will be Looking for the Next Big 

Thing: Libraries and Social Networks, (deadline for submissions 18 March). 

 

And what about our Pre-conference, we hear you ask? The Malaysian Parliament recently informed us that they are unfortu-

nately not in a position to host our pre-conference, due to uncertainty around the upcoming general election in the summer 

and the subsequent sittings of the new parliament. That means we will try to move to an alternative venue in Kuala Lumpur at 

rather short notice ð an approach approved by the Standing Committee. We are currently in discussion with our Malaysian 

colleagues in the National Committee for a potential new venue and suitable dates. To complicate things further, there are 

public holidays in Malaysia both just before and after the main conference. 

 

Our aim is still to have a pre-conference programme that includes our usual news & presentations, alongside some interactive 

workshop sessions. We hoped to be able to give you more information in this newsletter, regretfully this is now running very 

late! More news will follow shortly, so please watch out for emails from the IFLAPARL list and keep an eye on the Sectionõs web 

pages. 

 

The work of the Section continues in a number of other areas; 

¶ The new World Directory of Library and Research Services for Parliaments (WDLRSP) is now live. The WDLRSP is a collab-

orative project between IFLAPARL and the National Library of Congress, Chile. Please take the time to update the details 

for your Parliament. To get an account to add your institution to the Directory, please provide the information requested 

at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52WVZ2Q . The individual named in the form will receive an email with the pass-

word and instructions on how to create your institution's record. 

¶ Courtesy of colleagues at the House of Representatives in Mexico, some of the previous newsletters have been translated 

into Spanish. They will appear very soon on the Sectionõs website. 

¶ A report from the lively round table discussions at the Knowledge café on continuous learning for information profession-

als, sponsored by IFLAPARL, at the IFLA conference in Wroclaw 2017, has been published. Read it here. 

 

https://2018.ifla.org/
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/library-and-research-services-for-parliaments-section
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/library-and-research-services-for-parliaments-section
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/government-libraries-with-library-and-research-services-for-parliaments-sections
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/government-libraries-with-library-and-research-services-for-parliaments-sections
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/committee-on-standards
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/9759?og=44
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Z6NTNH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Z6NTNH
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/division-i-library-types-and-division-iv-support-of-the-profession
https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/division-i-library-types-and-division-iv-support-of-the-profession
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/8h2bCMw3pCqgjnmcJNF0y?domain=bcn.cl
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52WVZ2Q
https://iflakm.wikispaces.com/file/view/IFLA%202017%20Knowledge%20Cafe%20Summary.pdf/623898325/IFLA%202017%20Knowledge%20Cafe%20Summary.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwirzeHawL_ZAhXLtxQKHeErDzAQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2F2018.ifla.org%2Fwlic-2018-downloads&psig=AOvVaw2Zg72Uf7YLLlgC9tOAKyxj&ust=1519594458627371
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR-_O3wr_ZAhXBRhQKHcaRDzEQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2F2018iflawlic.ppm55.org%2Fauthor%2Fshaharom%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Zg72Uf7YLLlgC9tOAKyxj&ust=1519594458627371
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IFLA is continuing its groundbreaking work on the Global Vision for a united 

library field! Following the launch of the Global Vision discussions at the 

IFLA Presidentõs meeting in Athens last year, regional and self-organised 

high-level workshops in different parts of the world and global online voting -  

it is now time to kick-off the next stages of discussions and look at the 

achievements and the future plans. The IFLAõs Global Vision Report, will be 

launched during the IFLA Presidentõs Meeting in Barcelona, Spain, on 

Monday 19 March. The meeting will be followed by a two-day workshop to 

start to develop Action Plans to achieve the vision. The results, along with 

other regional workshops, will be made available at the WLIC in August.  

 

IFLAPARLõs Standing Committee contributed to the Global Vision by submitting a report last year, and many of you also participated in 

the online voting. Our Section has been very active in this campaign so far, so thank you very much for taking part! The online voting 

received over 22,000 votes from a total of 213 countries and areas of the world, a great response! You can continue to contribute and 

keep the discussions going by checking out the news on the Global Vision website ð it provides the key information on new and 

upcoming initiatives and all support materials. 

 

 

 

On 21-22 September 2017, the European Parliamentary Research Service 

(EPRS) for the first time hosted an event in the framework of the European 

Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation (ECPRD), in its Library 

Reading Room. The seminar addressed 'The future of parliamentary research 

services and libraries in an era of rapid change: Optimising quality, service, 

delivery and relevance' and brought together over 70 participants from 

33 ECPRD member countries as well as the European Parliament. 

 

The first day focused on questions such as how best to strengthen and 

safeguard our role as high quality, neutral and trustworthy sources of research, 

analysis and information in a world of 'post-factual' politics and 'fake news'. 

Guido Heinen (Director of the Research Service of the German Bundestag) and 

Jérémie Leuthold (Head of the Library of the Swiss Bundesversammlung) shared 

their views on how best to respond to ôpost-factualõ politics and how best to 

strengthen and safeguard the role of parliamentary research services and 

libraries as high-quality, neutral and trustworthy sources of research, analysis 

and information. Naja Bentzen (Policy Analyst, External Policies Unit, EPRS) 

complemented this with her views on the challenges and opportunities linked to 

the democratization of the information sphere. In particular, this opening day 

covered the issue of how best to respond to changing client needs and increase 

the relevance of our work for parliamentarians where Karin Zaal (Head of the 

Parliamentary Information and Archives Department, Dutch Tweede Kamer), Gunnar Fors, (Head of Research Service, Swedish Riksdag) 

and Etienne Bassot (Director of the Membersõ Research Service, EPRS) headed up the debate. 

 

To open the second day's proceedings, our Secretary-General, Klaus Welle, delivered a tour d'horizon of the challenges faced by the 

European Union and how best to address them. His address was followed up by a guest speaker, Anthony Gooch (Director of Public 

Affairs and Communications, OECD), who shared his perspective on how to survive in a world of 'post-truth politics'. 

 

In an attempt to exploring new ways of cooperating among research services the agenda moved on in parallel sessions for which 

participants split into three break-out groups on current policy issues, namely Brexit, the circular economy and migration. Research 

papers provided by national parliamentary research services for each group had been translated by the European Parliamentõs 

translation service in advance, and their authors discussed the challenges in dealing with the particular policy area with participants, 

namely: how to follow up on and provide pertinent and up-to-date research on a 'moving target' like Brexit; how to input and benefit as a 

national parliamentary research service from the work carried out by EPRS throughout all the phases of legislative and policy cycle: from 

the agenda setting and consultation phases, during the legislative phase and the scrutiny of legislation; and how to maintain neutrality 

and objectivity when dealing with a politically divisive topic, such as migration. A final panel reviewed a number of existing regional 

research cooperation frameworks, namely the Visegrad Four, the Nordic parliaments and on the Western Balkans, and the extent to 

which they can serve as examples for improving research cooperation within the ECPRD network. 

 

As a bridge between the bi-annual ECPRD seminars, and to intensify and go beyond an exchange on methodological questions, a next 

step in building the European parliamentary research community will be multilateral expert meetings on policy issues as short one-day 

'research hub' meetings which could be followed up in a video conference format and could result in common publications. A first such 

meeting of experts is scheduled for end of April in the European Parliament in Brussels on the topic of 'Permanent Structured 

Cooperation (PESCO) and the future of European Defence'.  
 

By Eschel Alpermann. European Parliamentary Research Service. Belgium 

 

 R E C E N T  A N D  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 

I F L A  G L O B A L  V I S I O N 

E C P R D  S E M I N A R ,  B R U S SE L S 

https://www.ifla.org/node/11901
https://www.ifla.org/node/11905
https://president2018.ifla.org/
https://www.ifla.org/node/11901
https://www.ifla.org/node/11906
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The first meeting in a decade of Latin American parliamentary libraries was held at the Mexican House of Representatives (Mexico City) 

on November 14 to 16, 2017, as the result of the Valparaíso Declaration. This declaration was signed by holders of the parliamentary 

libraries of Argentina, Chile and Mexico on March 15, 2017, and rests on three main aims:  

1) To strengthen cooperation among Latin American and Caribbean parliamentary libraries; 

2) To establish the Parliamentary Libraries of Latin America and the Caribbean Network, in order to share experiences, information, 

legislative research and to improve staff development with the explicit purpose to contribute to strengthening democracy in our 

countries; and  

3) To convene the largest possible number of institutions to join the network.  

 
The Meeting was opened by the President of the Political Coordination Board, Marko Antonio Cortés Mendoza, the leader of the largest 

party caucus, César Camacho Quiroz, and the Secretary of the Joint Committee of Congress on the Library, Francisco Xavier Nava 

Palacios. Luz Argelia Paniagua Figueroa, Member of the Committee on the library, IFLA President, Glòria Pérez-Salmerón, and the 

Speaker of Mexican Congress, Jorge Carlos Ramírez Marín, closed the event. 

  
IFLA President, Glòria Pérez-Salmer·n, highlighted: òThe effort of parliamentary libraries in the creation of knowledge repositories, in 

addition to their open access policy, means that they are an excellent way to ensure this <<meaningful access to information>>. IFLA 

admires and supports this work, and is pleased to cite parliamentary libraries as an example of access to information.ó 

 
The Meeting was attended by 164 participants, with delegates from the parliaments of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala and 

Uruguay, as well as staff from federal and some local legislatures of Mexico. Each national parliament presented its history, institutional 

organization, collections and services offered to MPs and citizens. 

 
The Meeting also welcomed participants from international institutions such as the European Parliament, the Organization of American 

States and library associations. We appreciate the presence of Joseph Dunne, Director of the European Parliament Library, Marisela 

Castro, representative of IFLA-LAC and colleagues from the Civil Association of Law Librarians of Argentine. 

 
The conference panels considered issues relating to information and parliamentary research services offered in the Mexican Chamber 

of Deputies and Senate; parliamentary information management for MPs and ways to strengthen transparency towards citizens,  

scholars and NGOs in relation to parliamentary information services. The most prolific Mexican author on issues related to parliament, 

Cecilia Mora-Donatto PhD, participated in a panel. 

 
Some of the agreements reached at the meeting include; 

¶ To strengthen library and research services through transparency, efficiency, professionalism and accessibility principles, taking 

advantage of new technologies. 

¶ The Chilean Library of Congress engaged itself to design a directory, so updated contact information of parliamentary information 

services of Latin America can become available.  

¶ The delegates of each parliament presented proposals aimed at strengthening the Parliamentary Libraries of Latin America and 

the Caribbean Network, e.g. to design and update an union catalog; to establish a repository from current digital libraries; and to 

socialize projects for the benefit of parliamentary libraries.  

 
By José María Hernández Vallejo. Documentation, Information and Analysis Services of the House of Representatives. México. 

  R E C E N T  A N D  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S ,  C O N T I N U E D 

M E E T I N G  O F  L I B R A R I E S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S  O F  L A T I N  

A M E R I C A N  P A R L I A M E N T S,  M E X I C O  C I T Y 

https://www.ifla.org/node/11314?og=44
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On October 16 2017, Glòria Pérez-Salmerón, the 

president of IFLA (International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions), visited the Documentation 

and Information Center (CEDI) of the Brazilian Chamber of 

Deputies.  

 

During the visit she met with the deputy Head Director of 

the Chamber, the Legislative Director, the CEDI Director 

and the Library Director, and took the opportunity to 

stress the importance of the participation of information 

professionals in the process of changing and directing the 

future of libraries, museums and archives worldwide. She 

also highlighted that IFLA encourages the participation of 

professionals and institutions in the class associations. 

Furthermore, she proposed that we stimulate a tighter 

integration of Latin American parliament libraries and 

strengthen the Library Network of Latin American and 

Caribbean Parliaments.  

 

After the reception with the deputy Head Director, she 

visited the library facilities and the collections of both the 

library and the archive. 

 

By Janice Silveira. Brazilian Chamber of Deputies Library 

On Thursday, February 1, 2018, the National Assembly Library of the Republic of Korea (Chief Librarian Heo Yongbom) presented the 

ôVision Proclamation Ceremonyõ highlighting the Libraryõs central role in the era of the 4th industrial revolution. Attendees included 

National Assembly Speaker Jung Sye-kyun, members of the 4th Industrial Revolution Forum of the National Assembly, Presidential 

Committee on the 4th Industrial Revolution, Ministry of Science and ICT, Electronics and Telecommunications Research Institute (ETRI), 

National Information Society Agency, NAVER, Google, IBM, Microsoft and honorable internal and external guests. 

 

With over 230 million pages of knowledge data, NAL, a professional research information agency of the Republic of Korea, has 

responsibly and proudly led the way in introducing transformative changes toward the 4th industrial revolution. The Library established 

the Data Convergence and Analysis Division under the Information Management Bureau in 2017 to prepare for future information 

services. At the ceremony, two systems developed by the Library were launched: the National Research Information Cloud, which is the 

first integrated search system based on linked open data; and K-Scholar, which has about 1.2 million items of author data. 

Furthermore, Exobrain, a form of artificial intelligence developed in collaboration with ETRI, was demonstrated, while around 300 in-

house books related to the theme of the 4th industrial revolution were exhibited at the Libraryõs main hall. 

 

The Library pledges to lead the way to the 4th industrial revolution by dealing with numerous tasks and challenges that may occur in the 

fields of library and information science. It is also promoting participantsõ understanding of advanced concepts in information services, 

such as cloud and big data through the Libraryõs data convergence strategies. 

 
By Anna Lee. National Assembly Library. Republic of Korea  

 

  R E C E N T  A N D  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S ,  C O N T I N U E D 

I F L A  P R E S I D E N T  V I S I TS  T H E  B R A Z I L I A N  C H A M B E R  O F  D E P U T I E S 

V I S I O N  P R O C L A M A T I O N  C E R E M O N Y  T O W A R D S  T H E 4 T H  I N D U S T R I A L  

R E V O L U T I O N ,  S E O U L 


