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3.3 Aggregate Entities

The examples used in sections 3.2.1 through 3.2.4 to illustrate the entities
work, expression, manifestation, and item showed manifestations that
embodied a single expression. The structure of the model also permits us to
represent manifestations with multiple expressions as an aggregate entity.
Figure 3.1 and the accompanying text explicitly permits manifestations to
contain multiple expressions. This is the only many-to-many relationship
between the group 1 entities: an expression can only realize a single work,
an item can only exemplify a single manifestation but a manifestation can
embody multiple expressions. An aggregate entity is a manifestation
embodying two or more distinct expressions.

The boundaries of expressions exclude the aspects of physical form including
its embodiment in a manifestation with other expressions. The boundaries of
expressions embodied in an aggregate are the same as for those individually
embodied. Unless revised or modified, the resulting expression is not
considered to be a new expression even when it is embodied with other
expressions. The original English text of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is
the same expression whether published individually or as part of a collection
of Shakespeare's works.

There are a variety of different types of aggregates, but the most common
types are: (1) an aggregate collection of expressions, (2) an aggregate
resulting from augmentation, and (3) an aggregate of parallel expressions.
Collections are aggregates of independently created expressions published
together in a single manifestation such as journals (aggregates of articles),
multiple novels published in a single volume, books with independently
written chapters, musical CDs (aggregates of individual songs), anthologies,
etc. Augmentations typically consist of a single independent work combined
with one or more dependent works that were not an integral part of the
original work. Augmentation are created when an expression is supplemented
with additional material such as forwards, introductions, illustrations, notes,
glosses, etc. Parallels are aggregates of different expressions of the same
work such as product manuals, government documents, and websites
designed for multilingual environments.

The intellectual effort of creating aggregates, such as selection and
arrangement decisions, is a distinct intellectual or artistic creation and
therefore is itself a work; a special type of work identified as an aggregating
work. Aggregating works can be thought of as the frame, glue, binding, or the
mortar that transforms the set of individual expressions into an aggregate.
Since some intellectual effort is involved to form any aggregate, an
aggregating work is created whenever aggregate is formed. This effort may
be relative minor—two novels are republished in a single volume or it may
represent a major effort which results in an aggregate that is more than



simply a collection of expressions. For textual materials it may include
determining the topics to be covered, selection of the contributors, and review
and editing of the contributions. The aggregating work may, or may not, be
deemed important enough to be recorded.

3.4 Components

The structure of the model also permits Group1 entities to have components
or parts. A work may consist of intellectually or artistically discrete
components, such as a chapter of a report, a segment of a map, a table from
a report, etc. For the purposes of the model, entities at the component level
operate in the same way as entities at the integral unit level; they are defined
in the same terms, they share the same characteristics, and they are related
to one another in the same way as entities at the integral unit level. Section
5.3.1.1 provides additional information about component entities in the
context of whole/part relationships.
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Appendix A: Examples of Aggregates
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Appendix B

During its deliberations, the Working Group on Aggregates considered a number
of definitions for aggregates and reviewed a variety of approaches to modeling
aggregates. This appendix describes one of those alternative approaches
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